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StanleyvlUe to Ponthierville to avoid Stanley Falls ; a third connects
Kindu with Kongolo. The development of the Katanga has given an
Impetus to railway enterprise in this part of Africa. The line from
Cape Town to Broken Hill in Northern Rhodesia has been continued
into the Belgian Congo, and now runs to Bukama on the Lualaba,
so that Beira, which is connected with this line by way of Salisbury
and Bulawayo, has become an outlet of the Katanga. From Lobito
another railway, with the same region as its objective, has been con-
structed across the Angolan plateau, and that port has now entered
into competition with Beira. On the other hand, the northern
Katanga and part of the Eastern Highlands have been brought
within the hinterland of Dar es Salaam by the construction of the
line from Kabalo on the Lualaba, to Albertville on Lake Tangan-
yika. But, as all these railways lead to foreign ports, the Govern-
ment of the Congo has constructed a line from Bukama to Port
Francqui on the Kasai. By it Matadi, which is already the chief
port of the Congo, has become one of the outlets of the Katanga,
but whether it will be able to compete with Lobito, with its easier
access and much better harbour, is more than doubtful.
ANGOLA
Angola, which is the largest of the Portuguese possessions, has an
area of 484,000 square miles. The coast is fringed by a plain which,
in the north, has a breadth of 150 miles or more, but narrows towards
the south, and practically disappears before the frontier is reached.
Behind this plain the land rises in steep escarpments to the plateau
of southern Africa, to which the greater part of the country belongs.
In the north, in the districts drained by the tributaries of the Congo,
this plateau has generally a lower elevation than farther south,
where it reaches a height of 5,000 to 7,000 feet over considerable
areas. Very little accurate information regarding climate is avail-
able. In Kabinda (the detached part of Angola lying north of the
Congo) and in the basin of the Congo, the temperature is high at
all seasons, though, owing to the greater elevation of the latter
region (1,500 to 3,000 feet), it is less so there than in the Belgian
Congo. On the plateau, and especially on its more southerly parts,
the climate is said to be healthy and bracing, and much of it is
believed to be suitable for European settlement. Except in the
north, on either side of the mouth of the Congo, the coastal plain